
Dear CCF Family,  
  
Hello!!! Oh how we are missing seeing everyone face to face!! I am hungry for our community! We 
are working hard at thinking of ways to remain connected through this very strange, strange time! 
So if anyone has any ideas, please send them to Jenny (Dana will be having her baby by then) and 
let’s put our brains together and come up with some ideas!! 
 
Here’s our attempt: This Sunday, April 5th will be the kick-off to Holy Week… Palm Sunday. Each 
year we have gathered together and waved palm branches to remember and celebrate the 
triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  
  
Since we won’t be physically together on Sunday, April 5th (but will still live-stream worship and a 
word on Palm Sunday) let’s have some fun this week! Drum roll please… we are launching our DIY 
Palm Branch Challenge! … And the crowd cheers!! 
  
It’s our “be creative and MAKE our own palm branches project”… find something from nature in 
your back yard, knit or sew scraps of fabric, do a craft with paper, coloring or paint with your kids… 
the sky is the limit! And when Palm Sunday morning rolls around, you will have your own Palm 
Branches to wave and celebrate with at home!  
  
Second part of the project… take pictures!! We need pictures!! If you have social media, post 
pictures online throughout the week of your DIY Palm Branches! Use the hashtag #diypalmbranch 
and also tag Cornerstone in the post!  If you don’t have social media, send your pictures to 
adminccf@gmail.com and we’ll post them!! Post pictures during the facebook live of your family 
waving them (we will have a specific time during worship to wave them!). 
  
Let’s connect the best way we’re able to in this time!! Looking forward to seeing the creativity of 
our community throughout this week!  
  
A bit about Palm Sunday and WHY we use palm branches…  
  

Matthew 21:8-9 (NIV) 
  

A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut  
branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

  

Hosanna (Greek ὡσαννά)  – save, rescue, savior;  also an expression of adoration, praise or joy 
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In ancient times, palm branches symbolized goodness, well-being, grandeur, steadfastness, and 
victory. They were often depicted on coins and important buildings. King Solomon had palm 
branches carved into the walls and doors of the temple. 
 
I know I’m thinking in this time that we need to wave them while asking God to pour out God’s own 
goodness, healing, steadfastness, and victory!  
  
Palm branches were also regarded as tokens of joy and triumph and were used on festive occasions. 
Kings and conquerors were welcomed with palm branches being strewn before them and waved in 
the air. Victors of Grecian games returned to their homes triumphantly waving palm branches in 
their hands. 
  
People cut branches from palm trees, laid them across Jesus' path and waved them in the air as he 
entered Jerusalem the week before his death. They greeted Jesus not as the spiritual Messiah who 
would take away the sins of the world, but as a potential political leader who would overthrow the 
Romans. They shouted "Hosanna [meaning "save now"], blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!" 
  
Little did the people then know that the victory that would be won was one that would save the 
entire world… it was a victory won by fearless love…  
 
We love you all, miss you all, and continue to pray for God’s miraculous power to come heal our 
world!! 
 
Pastor T  
  
 


